
What NOT to Shred 
Some items should NEVER be disposed of, 

such as original copies of certain records and 

certificates. These documents should be kept 

private and secure, preferably in a safety deposit 

box or something of that nature. The most 

common items that should be retained and 

secured are: 

• Original birth certificates

• Marriage licenses

• Divorce papers

• Death certificates

• Military records

• Social security cards

• Copies of wills

• House records

Where to Shred 
When it comes to shredding, there are two 

primary options: you can invest in your own 

personal shredder or you can use a community 

shredding service. 

Although personal shredders can be convenient, 

specifically for businesses and individuals with a 

large daily quantity of documents to dispose of, 

most consumers will find that it is unnecessary to 

own one. 

Most counties in the United States do, at some 

point during the year, offer a free shredding 

service where individuals are permitted to bring a 

certain amount (depending on the county's 

guidelines) of documents and shred them at 

public venues. Check your county website or call 

your local county office for information regarding 

dates and times of upcoming shred events. 

Operation Secure Shred 
The Somerset County Department of Public 

Works provides free shredding events to county 

residents courtesy of the Somerset County Board 

of Commissioners.  Operation Secure Shred 

began in 2007 and is offered at convenient 

locations throughout the county. The program is 

intended to provide residents a safe and easy way 

to dispose of bulk personal information. 

All events run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until the 

trucks are filled, rain or shine. 

A valid NJ driver's license to confirm Somerset 

County residency is required. Residents can bring 

a combination of up to six bags, containers or 

boxes per trip. No businesses allowed . 

The County of Somerset has contracted with 

trained, licensed and bonded document -

destruction specialists. Commercial shredding 

trucks are brought on-site by these vendors. At 

each event, consumers are invited to bring their 

unwanted personal documents and records to be 

safely and privately cross-shredded. Each mobile 

truck has a 12,500-pound capacity and comes 

equipped with video monitoring to view the 

actual shredding process. Residents can be 

assured knowing their confidential information 

has been disposed of safely and securely by 

trained professionals. In turn, the tons of 

shredded material that is collected is fully 

recycled, helping to keep our communities green. 

For further information regarding identity 

theft, visit the website of the Federal 

Trade Commission at:www. ftc.gov 
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