
SOMERSET COUNTY

PRESERVATION PLAN

Draft Preservation Plan Virtual Review Meetings

September 22, 2021, September 28, 2021, September 30, 2021, October 5, 2021



OVERVIEW

1 . I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P l a n

2 . L a n d s c a p e  C o n t e x t  &  H i s t o r y

3 . L a n d  U s e  P l a n n i n g  C o n t e x t

4 . S u m m a r y :  O p e n  S p a c e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P l a n  

5 . S u m m a r y :  F a r m l a n d  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P l a n  

6 . S u m m a r y :  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P l a n

7 . P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h

8 . G a i n i n g  To u r i s m  B e n e f i t s  f r o m   

S o m e r s e t  C o u n t y ’s  P r e s e r v e d  A s s e t s

9 . C o n c l u s i o n :  M o v i n g  F o r w a r d

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



S H A R E D  O B J E C T I V E  # 1 :  K E E P  

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  A  H I G H LY  

D E S I R A B L E  P L A C E  T O  L I V E  A N D  

H E L P  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  

L A N D S C A P E S  T H R I V E  

I m a g i n e  l i v i n g  i n  b e a u t i f u l ,  h i s t o r i c  

t o w n s  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u r r o u n d e d  

b y  v i g o r o u s  n a t u r a l  a r e a s ,  a c t i v e  

f a r m l a n d  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  l o c a l  f o o d s ,  

a n d  l i v e l y  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  – a l l  

c o n n e c t e d  b y  g r e e n w a y s  a n d  a  d e n s e  

n e t w o r k  o f  t r a i l s .  T h i s  w o n ’ t  h a p p e n  

b y  a c c i d e n t .

MAKING VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



AIMING FOR MEANINGFUL INVESTMENTS

• Expanded greenways, parks, and natural areas that protects ecosystems and 

communities 

• A trail system connecting communities across the County so residents are no 

further than a 15 minute walk to reach open space resources

• More accessibility to farm markets and local food

• More profitable farms

• No net loss of farmland - and more farmland permanently preserved

• No net loss of historic sites

• County-owned sites in outstanding condition.

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



S H A R E D  O B J E C T I V E  # 2 :  P R O T E C T  

M O R E  L A N D S  VA L U E D  A S  O P E N  

S PA C E    

P a r k s  a n d  n a t u r a l  l a n d s ,  g r e e n w a y s ,  

s t r e a m  b u f f e r s ,  t r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  

f a r m l a n d  – e v e n  l a n d s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  o f f e r  h i g h -

q u a l i t y  o p e n  s p a c e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

m a i n t a i n  o u r  v i b r a n t  c o m m u n i t y .  

MAKING VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

O U R C H A N C E S T O P R O T E C T O P E N S PA C E P E R M A N E N T LY G R O W M O R E C H A L L E N G I N G B Y T H E Y E A R .



RENEWED DETERMINATION

On average, New Jersey has saved about one -third of its land and 

has developed about one-third. The final third wil l  be committed 

by 2050. 

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

• Acreage preserved as open space: 

14,701 acres

• Acreage preserved as farmland: 

8,373 acres 

• Acreage preserved with historic sites:

1,120 acres 

• TOTAL PRESERVED: 24,194 acres

IN SOMERSET COUNTY:



S H A R E D  O B J E C T I V E  # 3 :  B U I L D  

P E O P L E  I N T O  T H E  S Y S T E M    

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P l a n  

s h o u l d  b e  h e a l t h y  r e s i d e n t s  e n j o y i n g  

a n  e v e r - i m p r o v i n g  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .

MAKING VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



MAKING VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

S H A R E D  O B J E C T I V E  # 4 :  E N S U R E  

T H AT  S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  I S  A N  

I N C R E A S I N G LY  R E S I L I E N T  A N D  

S U S TA I N A B L E  P L A C E  T O  L I V E  

C a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e n d u r i n g  

l a n d s c a p e s ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  

h e a l t h y  s t r e a m s  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  

S o m e r s e t ’ s  d e s i r a b i l i t y  t o  r e s i d e n t s ,  

b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  i n v e s t o r s .  T h i s  w o r k  

w i l l  a l s o  s u s t a i n  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y.  



S H A R E D  O B J E C T I V E  # 5 :  

E N C O U R A G E  C O M P R E H E N S I V E ,  

C O O R D I N AT E D  L O C A L  

G O V E R N M E N T  A C T I O N  

T h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P l a n  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  

r e s u l t  i n  C o u n t y  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  

p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s  t h a t  r e i n f o r c e  a l l  

f o r m s  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c o u n t y -

m u n i c i p a l  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t h a t  l e v e r a g e  

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s o u r c e s .  

MAKING VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  W I L L  D E P L O Y  C O U N T Y  S TA F F  A N D  F U N D S  S T R AT E G I C A L LY  T O  A S S I S T  A N D  

R E S P O N D  T O  M U N I C I PA L  P L A N N I N G  P R I O R I T I E S .



S H A R E D  O B J E C T I V E  # 6 :  P U R S U E  

PA R T N E R S H I P S   

L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t  d o  i t  a l l .  

T h i s  p l a n  e n c o u r a g e s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

n o n p r o f i t  l a n d  t r u s t s  a n d  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  v o l u n t e e r s ,  p r o p e r t y  

o w n e r s ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  

t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o w a r d  t h i s  p l a n ’ s  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

MAKING VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



LONG-RANGE PLANNING

• Create a fully developed Cultural Heritage Trail

• Undertake a long-range cultural heritage tourism plan to 

support interpretive, recreational, and agricultural sites and 

programs, consisting of strategies for:

• Branding

• Marketing

• Investments

• Collaboration

• Monitoring & reporting on progress

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES

1. Eco-tourism, outdoor recreation, gardens: 

“Ready to go”

1. Agritourism: “Ready to go” – but needs more 

experiences

2. Heritage tourism: Needs more outdoor interpretation, 

events, and available hours. 

3. Arts tourism: “Ready to go” – more experiences 

always a good thing

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



OPEN SPACE 

PRESERVATION PLAN

Draft Preservation Plan Virtual Review Meetings

September 22, 2021, September 28, 2021, September 30, 2021, October 5, 2021



1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n

2. Open Space and Recreation Resources 

3. Open Space Preservation Funding

4. Somerset County’s Park System

5. Open Space Issues and Needs

6. Open Space Preservation Partners

7. Stewardship for County Parks

8. Conclusion: Moving Forward

OVERVIEW

O P E N  S PA C E  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



GOALS FOR PARKS & RECREATION

• Goal 1: Create an open-space system preserving lands of 

county-wide significance.

• Goal 2: Preserve open space to protect critical environmental 

resources of Somerset County.

• Goal 3: Provide open space for a diverse mix of high-quality 

recreational experiences appropriate for a county park system.

• Goal 4: Provide county parks where they will most easily serve 

the greatest population concentrations.

O P E N  S PA C E  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



• Goal 5: Provide open space to enhance the quality of 

life throughout Somerset County.

• Goal 6: Leverage the Somerset County Preservation 

Trust Fund. 

• Goal 7: Preserve County-owned Historic Sites

• Goal 8: Cultivate partnerships.

GOALS FOR PARKS & RECREATION

O P E N  S PA C E  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



FARMLAND

PRESERVATION PLAN

Draft Preservation Plan Virtual Review Meetings

September 22, 2021, September 28, 2021, September 30, 2021, October 5, 2021



1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n  

2. Agricultural Land Base & Industry

3. Farmland Preservation Program

4. Stewardship, Post-Preservation Issues, and Right to Farm

5. Agricultural Economic Development; Industry 

Sustainability, Retention and Promotion 

6. Natural Resource Conservation, Sustainability and 

Resiliency

7. Public Outreach

8. Conclusion: Moving Forward

OVERVIEW

FA R M L A N D  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



FA R M L A N D  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

GOALS FOR FARMLAND PRESERVATION

• Goal 1: Build community awareness and support for local 

farming, local foods, and local food security.

• Goal 2: Build partnerships to preserve farmland.

• Goal 3: Aggressively pursue efforts to preserve farmland in 

Somerset County.

• Goal 4: Increase economic opportunity and food security 

in Somerset County through farming.



• Goal 5: Increase the number of next-generation 

farmers available to undertake farming in 

Somerset County. 

• Goal 6: Direct county resources where possible to 

increase farmland preservation and encourage 

agricultural economic development.

FA R M L A N D  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

GOALS FOR FARMLAND PRESERVATION



HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION PLAN

Draft Preservation Plan Virtual Review Meetings

September 22, 2021, September 28, 2021, September 30, 2021, October 5, 2021



1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n  

2. Somerset County History

3. The Benefits of Historic Preservation

4. Historic Preservation Planning and Regulatory 

Framework

5. Historic Resources in Somerset County

6. Historic Preservation Issues and Funding 

Opportunities

7. Moving Forward: Historic Preservation Goals & 

Strategies

OVERVIEW

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



GOALS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

• Goal 1: Identify, protect, and promote Somerset County’s 

unique historic resources, including communities, 

landscapes, buildings, and traditions.

• Goal 2: Promote coordination and consensus in the 

preservation of historic resources among a wide variety of 

interested parties across the public, private, and nonprofit 

sectors. 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



GOALS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

• Goal 3: Pursue and coordinate incentive programs and 

protection measures to preserve Somerset’s historic and 

archeological resources. 

• Goal 4: Position Somerset County to be a prominent part 

of the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the 

American Revolution as led by the New Jersey Historical 

Commission and the United States Semiquincentennial

Commission. 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



MOVING FORWARD

1. Keep Somerset County a highly desirable place to live 

2. Protect more lands valued as open space 

3. Build people into the system

4. Ensure that Somerset County is an increasingly 

resilient and sustainable place to live

5. Encourage comprehensive, coordinated local 

government action

6. Pursue partnerships

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



NEXT STEPS

1. Comment Period Remains Open For Three Weeks After 

Last Public Meeting - October 26, 2021

2. Comments Will Be Reviewed And Updates Made To Plan   

- November 2021

3. Adoption Process By County Planning Board Tentatively 

Scheduled to Begin - December 2021

4. Adoption Will Occur In Early 2022

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N



THANK YOU!

T H E R E  A R E  F O U R  B R E A K O U T  R O O M S  F O R  C O M M E N T I N G :

S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  P R E S E R VAT I O N  P L A N

• G E N E R A L / P R E S E R V A T I O N  P L A N

• O P E N  S P A C E  P R E S E R V A T I O N

• F A R M L A N D  P R E S E R V A T I O N

• H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N

P L E A S E  N O T E  YO U  A R E  A B L E  T O  M OV E  

B E T W E E N  R O O M S . A D D I T I O N A L  C O M M E N T S  

C A N  B E  M A D E  O N  T H E  C O U N T Y ' S  W E B S I T E :  

c o . s o m e r s e t . n j . u s / P r e s P l a n 2 1


