Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

County Use Only

Application Number: _____
Date Received: -

Farm Name:

Name of Farm Operator:
Name of Land Owner:
Municipality:
Block/Lot:

Farm Address:

Mailing Address:

Telephone Number:
Email Address:

Identification of Farm Management Unit: (use additional sheet if necessary)

Municipality Block Lot Acres  Agricultural Commodity Produced

Total Acreage:
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

1. Annual Gross Receipts from Farm Management Unit Operation: §

2. Total agricultural production income for: (you may wish to provide/be asked to provide additional years)

Tax Year: Production Income:

3. Do you operate a farm market? Yes No

3a. If you operate a farm market, what is the percentage of annual gross sales generated from
items produced on your farm management unit?

3b. What percentage of the sales area is devoted to the sale of agricultural output of the

farm?
4. Does the farm management unit receive differential farmland assessment taxation treatment? Yes No
4a. If no, are you eligible? Yes No

4b. If you are eligible, but not farmland assessed, please explain:

5. To enable us to evaluate consistency with the municipal zoning ordinance, please list the zone or zones
in which your farm managment unit is located:

6. Does this zone(s) permit agriculture? ~ Yes No
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

I, , hereby certify the following:

(farm operator)

1. lam (one of) the owner(s)/operators of

(name of commercial farm)

2. The information within this form and accompanying attachments, to my best knowledge, are accurate
and complete:

Most recently filed FA-1 Farmland Assessment Form(s)

Tax Map

Site map showing location(s) of all agricultural production

activities, as well as, ancillary and non-agricultural activities.
(You may use an aerial map, tax map, or existing survey as a base.)

Proof the farm was in operation as of July 2, 1998 or is
located in an area in which, as of December 31, 1997 or
thereafter, agriculture has been permitted under the
municipal zoning ordinance or is consistent with the
municipal master plan.

Notarized Commercial Farm Certification Form completed, signed and
notarized.

3. The nature of my operation or practice is as follows:
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

4. | certify that my farm,

(name of commercial farm)

is five acres or more, produces agricultural and/or horticultural products
worth $2,500 or more annually, and is eligible for differential property
taxation pursuant to the Farmland Assessment Act of 1964.

Please attach the following:

« alist of agricultural/horticultural commodities produced on the commercial
» acopy of the filed farmland assessment form(s)

» tax map representing the farm acreage

is less than five acres, produces agricutlural/horticultural products worth
$50,000 or more annually and otherwise satisfies the eligibility criteria for
differential property taxation pursuant to the Farmland Assessment Act
of 1964.

Please attach the following:

 alist of agricultural/horticultural commodities produced on the commercial
« acopy of the filed farmland assessment form(s)

e tax map representing the farm acreage

5. 1 have attached proof that the farm:

_________ is located in an area in which, as of December 31, 1997 or thereafter,

agriculture has been a permitted use under the municipal zoning
ordinance and is consistent with the municipal master plan, OR;

was in operation as of July 2, 1998.

6. To the best of my knowledge and belief, my agricultural operation is in compliance with all
relevant Federal and State statutes, rules, and regulations.

7. lunderstand that within 30 days of the Board's issuance of its written determination.

it will forward the relevant resolution(s) to me, the State Agriculture Development Committee
(SADC) and any other individuals or organizations deemed appropriate by the SCADB.

8.l understand that any person aggrieved by any decision of the Board, regarding this
recommendation, may appeal the decision to the SADC in accordance with the provisions set

forth in the Administrative Procedure Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., and the Uniform
Administrative Procedure Rules, N.J.A.C. 1:1, within 45 days from the receipt of the Board's
final determination.

Note: The decision of the SADC shall be considered a final administrative agency decision. If
the Board's decision is not appealed within 45 days, the Board's decision is binding.

Signature of Farm Operator/Owner Date Signed

Print Name Clearly
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

(Individual Acknowledgment)

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF SS:

| CERTIFY that on day of ,20_

__ personally came before me and acknowledged under oath, to my
satisfaction, that this person (or if more than one, each person):

a)ls named in and personally signed this document; and
b)Signed, sealed and delivered this document as his or her act and deed.

Notary Public
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

Deadlines and Stipulations

1. Upon receipt of this form, the SCADB will contact the farm operation and schedule a site visit. The
SCADB will schedule a public hearing once all materials requested from the complainant and respondent
have been received and deemed complete.

2. Prior to the hearing, the complainant must give public notice to neighbors within 200’ of the property
that is the subject of the complaint as well as the clerk and land use board secretary of the relevant
municipality. The municipal tax office or appropriate municipal administrator will generate the list upon
request. Notices must be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, at the complainant’s expense.
Copies of the U.S. Postal Service Certified Mail Receipts must be submitted to SCADB 2 weeks prior

to the hearing.

3. Allrespondent exhibits must be submitted to the SCADB at least two weeks prior to the start of the
hearing.

4. At least two weeks prior to the hearing, email digital copies of all materials to Katelyn Katzer at
katzer@co.somerset.nj.us.

5. No additional exhibits will be accepted after the start of the hearing unless requested by the SCADB.

6. Per SADC Policy P-2A, corporations and LLCs must be represented by counsel or meet the requirements
of the policy for a member to represent themselves. If not using an attorney, an LLC will need to submit its
certificate of formation and operating agreement (if one is available) at least two weeks prior to the start

of the hearing.

7. Ifthe complainant and respondent agree to mediation, the SCADB will not schedule a hearing.

8. Ifthe respondent fails to adhere to these deadlines and stipulations listed above the hearing will be
rescheduled or dismissed.

9. Ifthe respondent fails to supply the SCADB with requested information, the SCADB will dismiss the
complaint.

10. If the SCADB becomes aware of a violation of state or federal law prior to the hearing, it may refer the
matter directly to the appropriate agency rather than schedule a hearing.

11. SCADB meetings are typically held the fourth Monday of the month at 8am located:
Commissioners' Public Meeting Room (3rd Floor)
20 Grove Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

State Regulations
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

State Regulations

AGRICULTURE, DEVELOFMENT COMMITTEE

276-2.7

1. The decision of the board, contsining its findings
and recommendotions, shall be forwarded to the
Committee, the aggricved person, the municipality(ies) in
which the commercial farm is located, the commercial
farm owner, and the comunercial farm operstor, If
applicabls, within 60 days of receipt of the complaint,

i. The decision of the board shall be in the form of
8 resolution providing & summary of the testimony,
detadled findings of faet and conclusions of law,
references to uny supparting decuments, a copy of the
sgricultural managemeni practice or  sile-specific
agricultural operation or practice uiilized by the board in
ite decision, and any other information requested by the

il. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the
board regarding a complaint ageinst & commercial farm
in accordence with (b} above shall appeal the decision to
the Committes within 10 days of the recaipt of the
board's final decision. The Committes shall schedule a
hearing pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, N.I.S.A. 52:14B-1 &t seq., and 52:14F-1
et goq, ond the Upiform Administrative Procedure
Rules, N.JA.C. 111, and make a determination within 90
days of receipt of the petition For review,

(1) The decision of the Committes shall be bind-
ing, subject to the right of appeal to the Appellaie

Division of the Superior Court.

decision of the board that is not
i i

() Ifaboard exists and the dispute concerns activities that
are not addressed by sn agricultural manngement practice
recommended by the Comumittee and adopted pursuant to the
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, N.IS.AL
52:14B-1 of seq., mnd N.JAC, 2:76-2.2 or a site-specific
agricultural management prastice approved by the board
purseant o NJLAC, 2:76-2.3, the board shall contact the
farm owner to provide evidence that the furm operation s a
commezcial farm pursoant to N.JSA. 4:1C-3.

1. The board shall determine whether the commercinl
farm operation or prectice in dispute involves agricultural
activity(iss) that Is or are included in one or more of the
permitied activitics sst forth in N.J.S.A, 4:1C-9,

(f) If appropriata, one or more board members or board
staff may inspect the farm operation to confirm commercial
firm eligibility ancior to verify that the operation or practice
is included in one or more of the permitted activities set forth
in NLJ.S.A. 4:1C-9, IF board members conduct the i
the board shall ensure compliance with the provisions of the
Semator Byron M. Baer Open Public Mectings Act, NLLS.A.
10:4-6 et seq., if applicable.

(g) If the bourd determines that the dispute subject to this
soction doss not involve a commercial faurm as defined in
WISA, 410-3 sndior sgrivalturel uctivity(ies) included in

T76-2.4.5

one or more of the protected activities set forth in MIS.A.
4:1C-9, then the board shall dismiss the complaint The
bourd®s decision shall be set forth in a resolution

sggrioved person,
es) in which the farm cperation
is located within 60 days of receipt of the complaint.

(b} If the board determines (hat the dispute subject to this
section involves a commercial farm s defined in N.JS.A.
#:1C-3 and agricultural sctivity(ies) included in one or more
of the permitted activities set forth in NJS.A. 4:1C-9, then
the bourd shall forward the complaint to the Committes
requesting the Committes's determination of whether the
disputed agricultural operstion constifufes a gemerally ace
cepted operation or practice,

1. The board shall inform the Committee if it hos
received & request for a slte-specific agricultural manage-
meént practice determination and, if so, the statns of the
board's determination.

2. Upom receipt of the complaint, the Committes shall
review the board's determinations that the dispute invalves
4 commercial farm as defined in NJSA. 4:1C-3 and
agricultural activity(ies) included in one or mare of the
permitted sctivities set forth in N.JS.AL 4:10-9, As part of
its reviow, the Committee may contact the firm owner to
provide additional information. If the Committes detor-
mines that the dispute does not involve a commerclal farm
a8 defined in WIS.A. 4:1C-3 andler agriculhumal actl
vity(ies) included in one of more of the permitted activities
set forth in M.JS.A. #1C-9, then the Committes shall
dismiss the complaint. m{:mmima’adﬂmﬁmm
set forth in a resolution contatning detailed findings of fact
and conclusions of Lvw and references to any
documents. The resolution shall be transmitted fo the

. The Commifies's decision shall be considered a
final administrative apenoy declsion and shall be bind-
ing, subject to the right of appeal to the Appellate
Division of the Superior Court.

(i) Tfthe Committee determines that the dispute subject to
this section involves a commercinl firm as defined in
M.LSA, #:1C-3 and agricultural ies) incladed in one
or more of the permitted activities set forth MLIS. A, 4:10-9,
then the Committee shall hold a public hearing in secordance
with the hearing procedures sst forth m MJAC, 2:76-2.8.
The hearing shall be limited to consideration of whether or
not the disputed agricultural activity constitutes a generally
wocepiod operation or practice.

1. If the Committes determines that the disputed agri-
cultaral activity constitutes a generally accepted operation

Supp, 4-7-14
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Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program

State Regulations

1T6-2.7 AGRICULTURE
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