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January 11, 2024 Continuum of Care meeting minutes

The January 2024 meeting, which took place virtually, via a Zoom conference call, was called to order and began at 11:02 am.  The minutes from the November meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

Kim started the meeting by announcing that Marie Scanell, former director of the Food Bank, had passed away recently.  There was a moment of silence for Marie.

The Committee heard requests from three organizations for letters of support:

Community Hope requested a letter of support for their SSVF program for veterans and their families.  This program includes hands-on case management to help with keeping or obtaining housing, finding a job, getting healthcare, and more.  It also includes temporary financial assistance to help with moving costs, downpayment assistance, rental assistance, and legal fees for non-criminal matters.  The letter of support was approved.

Soldier On requested a letter of support for their SSVF program, as well.  Their program provides rental assistance and tenant incentives ($1,200 of goods once they move in), and has a bi-monthly veterans meeting to discuss services.  They 35 staff members in NJ and can respond quickly to emergencies.  The letter of support was approved.

Volunteers of America (VOA) requested a letter of support for a grant from the DCA. These funds will be used at Agape House, which has been in Somerville for over 35 years.  The building needs rehabilitation and to address life, health, and safety issues for residents.  Upgrades include: replacing the fire escapes, waterproofing the basement, upgrading lighting, installing drainage in the driveway, upgrading the kitchen, replacing the playground, and replacing windows in the family housing portion of the building.  The letter of support was approved.

Katelyn from Monarch gave an update on the Point in Time Count, which is less than 2 weeks away.  It will be held on January 24, asking where people slept on the night of January 23. Monarch will continue to hold trainings on Tuesdays and Thursdays until the event. Emergency shelter and transitional housing providers are urged to make sure their information in HMIS is correct or fill out surveys and make sure they are entered into Survey Monkey. Agencies that see unsheltered clients should make sure they are counted.  Shelter Summary Forms should also be filled out and sent in – these forms confirm the information that goes into Survey Monkey.  Ed Prior previously sent out a document with agency ID information for Survey Monkey.  The deadline for data is February 5.

A few quick reminders/announcements were made:
· January is Muslim Heritage Month.
· The Somerset County People of Color Employee Resource Group has created their Juneteenth Project, which will collect food and money for the Franklin Township Food Bank.
· There will be an in-person social/networking event in April that might also include some training.

Kim also reminded the Committee that the Executive Committee is looking for more members and that the full CoC Committee needs a Chair/Vice-Chair.  In addition, she suggested that changes be made to the CoC By-Laws to memorialize the fact that the Community Development director will preside over meetings in the absence of a Chair.  The Committee approved these changes.

Anyone with an interest in serving on the Homelessness Trust Fund Committee should contact Kim Cowart.

Agency announcements will be sent via e-mail after the meeting and, as such, are incorporated as part of the minutes.

The meeting adjourned at 12:06 pm.
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- Mission Statement -
 The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 
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COUNTY OF SOMERSET
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES



Aging & Disability Services 
JOANNE FETZKO



One Stop Career Center 
Juvenile Institutional Services 



MONICA MULLIGAN



Richard Hall Community MHC 
NICCI SPINAZZOLA



Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
DARYL MINCH



Veterans Services 
PETER NIEMIEC



Volunteer Services 
WILLIAM F. CROSBY



Youth Services  
LINDA M. PORCARO



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
P.O. Box 3000



Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262



CommDev@co.somerset.nj.us
www.co.somerset.nj.us



Human Services Director 
MICHAEL FROST



Community Development Director 
KIMBERLY COWART











